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     As I write this over Labor Day weekend, I realize the summer 
is ending and the fall beginning.  It will be winter before we take 
a breath, so enjoy the fall foliage!  I would be remiss if I did not 
thank all our volunteers that helped at the Museum and our 

events.   We have had a steady stream of visitors every Satur-
day at our Museum and word continues to spread about our 
Round Table.   If you have not visited our Museum lately, bring 
some friends and take a tour. We are also still looking for Do-
cents to guide our tours (training, donuts and support will be 
provided)! 
     We have been busy this year with our speaker series (first 

Tuesday of the month at the Doylestown Boro Hall) and continue 
to have a great turnout. But there are still open seats …so check 
out our schedule on the website and bring some friends with 

you!  We had a great re-enactment event at the Doylestown 
Festival on Sept 7th (thanks to all the volunteers) and are plan-
ning several new events for 2020. You will be hearing more de-

tails soon. 
     A few things to point out in this last quarter of the year: Fall 
cleanup at the museum will be happening with details coming 
soon. Volunteers needed for light cleaning and yard work. 
     We are continuing our fund-raising activities and are working 
to raise money to help with some much-needed Museum repairs.  
Your help would be appreciated, and funds can be sent to 

Marilyn Becker. 
     Jim Klokner will be concluding his tenure as editor at the end 
of the year and handing over the newsletter to Bill Hamill. We 
appreciate their volunteer work and help in keeping the museum 
and Roundtable thriving! 
  

     Thanks for your membership, participation and shared love 

of history.   In the name of continuous improvement your 
thoughts, suggestions and participation would truly be appreci-
ated. 

 
President Jim Damon 

Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at Doylestown Borough Hall, 

57 W. Court Street unless otherwise noted. For more information on specific dates, visit 

our site at  www.civilwarmuseumdoylestown.org  

♦ Congratulations to last quarter’s raffle winners: 

Lorna Neddenriep, Ron DeWitt, Susan Damon, 

Michelle Nonemaker, Ray Miller, John Majeska, 

Dick Neddenriep, Jim Biederman, Marilyn Becker, 

Sharon Fetterolf, Bob Sparks, Julie Mejia  

 

♦We are trying to identify and contact direct de-

scendants of the 104th . They can respond to 

gmunson02@comcast.net or 215-822-1562 or Civil 

War Library and Museum, 32 N. Broad, Doyles-

town, PA 18901 

 

♦ Special thank you to Dick Millham and an anony-

mous patron for a donation to conserve the Bates 

family flag.  

 

♦ Special thank you to Larry King for a donation to 

honor Mary Ann Crozier. 

 

♦ If you have not paid your dues for the year, please 

do so ASAP. We are in the process of deleting 

names of people who have not paid from our con-

tact lists. Send checks to BCCWRT  

 

♦ July 2020 is W. W. H. Davis’s 200th birthday. A 

committee headed by Jim Donovan is meeting with 

committees from the Doylestown Historical Society 

and the Bucks County Historical Society to plan 

activities. 

CALENDER 

Oct 1, 2019 - Kitt Finch, “Bucks County and the Un-

derground Railroad”  
 

Nov 5, 2019 - BOOK REVIEW - A Fierce Glory by 

Justin Martin  
 

Dec 1, 2019 - December 1, 2019 (Noon) Holiday Open 

House for members and their families  
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SWAMP ANGEL  
NEWS 

READER CHALLENGE! 

answers on page 6 

1) True or False: The term Hell’s Half Acre refers 

to the Battle of Stones River. 

 

2) The Battle of Perryville took place in which 

state? 

A) Texas    B) Alabama 

C) South Carolina     D) Kentucky 
 

3) True or False: Union Major Robert Anderson, 

commander of Fort Sumter was a slave owner. 
 

4) The Battle of Boonsboro was best known under 

which name? 

A) South Mountain   B) Perryville 

C) Olustee   D) Sabine Cross Roads 

 

5) What year did black Union soldiers receive 

equal pay? 

A) 1863    B) 1864 
C) 1865    D) They did not 

 

6) True or False: President Lincoln signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation following the Second 

Battle of Bull Run. 
 

7) Little River Turnpike, Centerville and Warenton 

Turnpike, were all associated with which battle? 

A) Corinth    B) Petersburg 

C) Ox Hill    D) Iuka 

 

8) What percent of southern males between the 

ages of 18 and 40 died in the war? 
A) 83    B) 21   C) 30    D) 58 

 

9) Who was this ? 
 

HINT: A Boston native, this Union Colonel 

commanded the 54th Massachusetts 

Regiment. Immortalized in 

film, he was killed 

assaulting Fort Wagner. 

 

Civil War Sharpshooters 
By Marilyn Becker 

(continued on page  5 ) 

Military Records, Returns 
Documents & Photos 

Finding military records about your war 
hero can provide valuable details you 
never knew before. Many records on 
Fold3 feature multiple pages about the 
same individual, providing priceless infor-
mation.  

FREE ACCESS AT THE MUSEUM LIBRARY! 

             iram Berdan was born Sep-

tember 6, 1824 in Phelps, New 

York.  When he was 6 years old, 

the family moved to the Plymouth, 

Michigan area which was a region 

that was lightly settled and mostly 

a farming community. He spent a 

great deal of time outdoors with 

his rifle.  He left that area in the 

1840’s to follow an engineering 

livelihood, after attending Hobart 

College in Geneva, New York. 

     He obtained patents for various 

machines, firearms,traveled, and 

earned a substantial amount of 

money.  He married Mary Kimball 

in 1854. 

     The Civil War came along and 

Berdan was involved in the organi-

zation of a Special Forces unit, 

although Casper Tripp may have first mentioned the idea. The concept of the 

SharpShooters was to use the men as skirmishers and snipers before the bat-

tles began, targeting officers and non-commission officers, believing that 

would disrupt the battle. It seemed that government authorization was needed 

and Hiram Berdan was well-placed to secure this needed help. 

     General Winfield Scott, President Lincoln, and Secretary of War Cameron 

agreed and on July 15, 1861, Berdan was authorized to raise a regiment which 

could be mustered in within 90 days. Costs were to be borne by the govern-

ment.  Berdan set about recruiting marksmen from the loyal states.  Berdan 

expected that these men could hit 10x at 200 yards a target around 5 inches 

from the center of the bullseye-ten inch circle from the center.  Ten compa-

nies coming from New York(4), three from Michigan, were mustered in.  He 

recruited heavily there.  Berdan lived in New York and had strong feelings for 

Michigan,  Berdan had so many prospects, that in September 1861, he was 

able to form a second SharpShooters regiment.  Berdan became Colonel of 

the 1st United States SharpShooters and the group began to meet near Wash-

ington, D.C. The camp was located on land  of what would be today, east of 

Capitol Street and north of Rhode Island Avenue. 

     President Lincoln, General McClellan, and Assistant Secretary of War 

Thomas Scott, visited the camp at one time.  They watched the SharpShooters 

as 100 men, one at a time, took aim at the target that was 600 yards away.  

Each shot struck within the outlined two figures on this canvas . This was an 

interesting  demonstration of the SharpShooters  shooting  ability. 

Berdan was not popular with the men, but fortunately for him, Frederick 

Mears was appointed Lt. Colonel. Berdan, although a skilled marksman,  

seemed to have very little military knowledge, which did not add to his popu-

larity.  Lt. Colonel Mears and the Regiment’s major both resigned and Colo-

nel Ripley and Lt. Colonel Tripp became the replacements. 
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     On May 5, 1864, Union Major General Benjamin F. Butler 
landed his 30,000-man Army of the James at Bermuda Hundred, 
commencing what became known as the Bermuda Hundred Cam-
paign.  After about four weeks of fighting in Chesterfield County, 
Butler ’s spies indicated in early June that only the 7th North 
Carolina Cavalry Regiment, 300 members of the 7th Confederate 
Cavalry Regiment, and a “few pieces of artillery” remained in Pe-
tersburg.  Butler subsequently devised a plan that called for three 
brigades, two infantry and one cavalry, to assault Peters-
burg.  Major General Quincy A. Gillmore, Commander of the X 
Corps in the Army of the James, expressed his interest in com-
manding this infantry-cavalry attack.  Against his better judg-
ment, Butler was “unwilling to decline an offer to have the expedi-
tion led by an officer” of Gillmore’s rank and experience.   Conse-
quently, six days before the Army of the Potomac’s initial attack 
on Petersburg’s outer defenses on June 15, 1864, which led to the 
long siege of Petersburg, Butler’s Army of the James attempted to 
seize the city. 
     The plan called for Gillmore’s two infantry brigades to pene-
trate the lightly-held defenses of Petersburg east of the city and 
then to destroy the bridges over the Appomattox River.   Follow-
ing the infantry, Brigadier General August Valentine Kautz’s cav-
alry brigade was to move to the Jerusalem Plank Road south of 
Petersburg and then attack northwest into the city along this 
avenue of approach.  If successful, Kautz then was to head south 
along the Petersburg & Weldon Railroad destroying the 
tracks.  His command contained just under 1,300 soldiers.  He 
organized his force into two subordinate commands, with one 

comprising the 11th and 5th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry Regi-
ments under Colonel Samuel T. 
Spear and the other consisting 
of the 1st District of Columbia 
Cavalry Regiment and Lieuten-
ant Peter Morton’s two guns 
under Lieutenant Colonel Ever-
ton J. Conger. 
     The morning of June 9 
dawned like any other late 
spring morning in the city of 
Petersburg.  Confederate Briga-
dier General Henry A. Wise, a 
former governor of Virginia, 
commanded the First Military 
District, Department of North 

Carolina and South Virginia, which included the defenses of Pe-
tersburg.  Wise’s command consisted of approximately 1,200 sol-
diers, including infantry, artillery, and cavalry.  By 1864, two bat-
talions of reserves (known as second-class militia) within Peters-
burg had been formed, consisting of those men who were exempt 
from the draft due either because they were too old or too young 
or because they possessed skills needed by the war effort.    

The Battle of Old Men and 
Young Boys 

Militiamen in these battalions were from 45 to 55 years old or 16 
to 18 years old.  Major Fletcher H. Archer, a veteran of the Mexi-
can War, commanded one of these battalions.  The oldest soldier 
in Archer’s Battalion was 61-year old William C. Banister, who 
was the father of six children.  He was at his bank office on the 
morning of June 9. 
     The 7th Confederate Cavalry, posted along the City Point and 
Broadway roads (which led to present-day Hopewell), reported 
the advance of Federal troops at about 8:30 a.m.  When General 
Wise heard this report, he ordered the bells to ring in  
Petersburg.  This was the signal for the Virginia Reserves in Pe-
tersburg to move to the defensive lines around the city.   Archer’s 
Battalion of approximately 125 men moved to Batteries 27 and 28, 
which were astride the Jerusalem Plank Road.  When Brigadier 
General Raleigh E. Colston heard the bells, he immediately re-
ported to Wise’s headquarters offering his services.   Colston had 
no official posting, so Wise placed him in temporary command of 
the city while he attempted to obtain reinforcements.   Wise told 
Colston to move to Battery 16 and hold it “at any hazard” and to 
“hold out till I come back, or all is lost.”   The time was 9:30 a.m. 
     Gillmore’s two Union infantry brigades moved on Confederate 
Batteries 4 and 5 in the Dimmock Line.  This line consisted of 55 
batteries that surrounded Petersburg on the east, south, and 
west.  The two Union infantry brigade commanders believed that 
an assault on Batteries 4 and 5 across the meadow would mean 
certain death because of the strong Confederate artillery inside 
those batteries.  Meanwhile, Kautz marched south on roads that 
were approximately four miles east of the Confederate defenses 
around Petersburg.  By 11 a.m., Kautz finally turned his command 

to the northwest on the Jerusalem Plank Road headed directly for 
Archer’s Battalion. 
     Archer’s men dutifully manned the defenses at Battery 27 and 
toward Battery 28, but the militiamen lacked uniforms, bayonets, 
and modern weapons.  In fact, Archer’s unit was alone, without 
supporting Confederate units on either flank.  At about the time 
one of the Union infantry brigades was ordered to retreat, the 
vanguard of Kautz’s cavalrymen approached Batteries 25 to 
29.  “Secession had suddenly come to mean 125 ill-prepared old 
men and boys huddled behind a decaying earthwork awaiting the 
approach of 1,300 Federal soldiers armed with the most modern 
repeating weapons.”  The Commander of the 11th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry observed the Confederate defenses and immediately or-
dered a cavalry charge.  It was quickly repelled by a volley of fire 
from Archer’s men.  Informed by Wise that Union forces were 
moving along the Jerusalem Plank Road at about noon, Colston 
moved from Battery 16 to 27, picking up a cannon from Captain 
Nathaniel A. Sturdivant’s Battery en route.  
     General Colston arrived at Battery 27 soon after the first charge 
and immediately took command from Archer, who was not 
pleased but dutifully accepted Colston’s command.   Archer had  
served under Colston in 1862.  Colston approved of Archer’s de-
fensive preparations, which included an overturned wagon with a  

The Battle of Old Men and Young Boys, sometimes known as the First Battle of Petersburg, 
was fought on June 9, 1864, on the outskirts of Petersburg during the American Civil War. 
While Union general Ulysses S. Grant and the Army of the Potomac were north of the 
James River, facing the Army of Northern Virginia north of the Confederate capital at 
Richmond, Union general Benjamin F. Butler devised a plan to take the important trans-
portation hub of Petersburg. An Infantry force commanded by Quincy A. Gillmore was 
turned away from the east. To the south, his cavalry was met by a small battalion of Vir-
ginia reserves—old men and young boys, mostly, who’s fierce fighting and dogged determi-
nation beat back the Union troopers. They held the field until reinforcements could arrive 

Maj. Gen. Quincy Gillmore 

Henry Kidd- “Thunder in the Street”  

(continued on page 5) 
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Battle Overview: Iuka 

(cont. on page 6 ) 

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price’s Army of the West main column 

marched into Iuka, Mississippi, on September 14. Price’s su-

perior, Gen. Braxton Bragg, the commander of the Confed-

erate Army of the Mississippi, who was leading an offensive 

deep into Kentucky, ordered him to prevent Maj. Gen. Wil-

liam S. Rosecrans’s Army of the Mississippi troops from 

moving into Middle Tennessee and reinforcing Brig. Gen. 

James Negley’s division of Maj. Gen. Don Carlos Buell’s 

Army of the Ohio, which was garrisoning Nashville. Price 

had about 14,000 men, and he was informed that, if neces-

sary, he could request assistance from Maj. Gen. Earl Van 

Dorn, commanding the District of the Mississippi, headquar-

tered at Holly Springs. Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, com-

manding the Army of the Tennessee, feared that Price in-

tended to go north to join Bragg against Buell. Grant devised 

a plan for his left wing commander, Maj. Gen. E.O.C. Ord, 

and his men to advance on Iuka from the west; Rosecrans’s 

forces were to march from the southwest, arrive at Iuka on 

the 18th, and make a coordinated attack the next day. Ord 

arrived on time and skirmishing ensued between his recon-

naissance patrol and Confederate pickets, about six miles 

from Iuka, before nightfall. Rosecrans informed Grant that he 

would not arrive at Iuka on the 18th but would begin his 

march at 4:30 am, the next morning. On the 19th, Ord sent 

Price a message demanding that he surrender, but Price re-

fused. At the same time, Price received dispatches from Van 

Dorn suggesting that their two armies rendezvous, as soon 

as possible, at Rienzi for attacks on the Federal forces in the 

area. Price informed Van Dorn that the military situation had 

changed so he could not evacuate Iuka immediately. He did, 

however, issue orders for his men to prepare for a march 

the next day, to rendezvous with Van Dorn. Rosecrans’s 

army marched early on the 19th, but, instead of using two 

roads as directed, it followed the Jacinto (Bay Springs) Road.  

Sharpshooters  (continued from page 2 ) 

(continued on page  6) 

     The Sharpshooters had been promised government pay, 

including  money from the states, transportation, good ra-

tions and the best rifles and this was not happening. The ri-

fles became a political issue. The men wanted a Sharps rifle 

and after some time,(1862), received the Sharps. 

     The ages listed for recruitment were between 18 and 36 

years.  However, California Joe or Private Truman Head was 

42 years old.  He bought his own gun, a Sharps rifle breech-

loading, target style, early on and is probably the best known 

of the SharpShooters.  He was popular with the command. 

     The SharpShooters first saw fighting near Yorktown in 

1862. During the Peninsular Campaign, complaints were 

made that Berdan was never up-front in battle.  Respect in 

battle was earned by the officer who stayed with his men. 

Berdan was not seen by the SharpShooters with his men, 

going to the rear often in the battles in which they were en-

gaged. On October 6th, 1862, Berdan was served with misbe-

havior before the enemy and unbecoming conduct as an offi-

cer.  One of the men involved was Lt. Colonel Tripp.  

     Berdan had Tripp arrested and took action with a court 

martial trial for Tripp.  Tripp was acquitted, but the contro-

versy did not end as Tripp charged Berdan with tampering 

with a witness, but again Berdan walked away from the 

charges. The SharpShooters earned praise for their conduct 

at Chancellorsville.  However, the subject of Berdan and his 

behavior surfaced again after Gettysburg.  The SharpShoot-

ers conducted themselves very well in some of the bloodiest 

battles along the East coast.  Sharpshooter Lt. Colonel Wil-

liam Ripley, wounded, received the Medal of Honor for 

heroism at the Battle of Malvern Hill.  

     Originally after passing a test to become a marksman or 

sharpshooter, the men were not militarily ship-shape.  They 

took part in skirmished drill and demonstrated great skill in 

this effort.  The bugle provided sound for orders for all ac-

tions in the daily schedule. The noise of battle made oral 

orders difficult to hear. Chief Bugler, Calvin Morse, formed 

a regimental band and the men played dress parade music.  

Uniforms started out in 1861 with dark blue flannel sack 

coats, but Colonel Berdan changed the color to green for the 

coat since he felt the other was too easily sighted in the field 

and the green would blend in with the foliage.  As the war 

wore on, the uniforms became more haphazard as the sup-

plies were often not available, so the men helped themselves 

to the items on the field of battle. 

     Colonel Berdan was not mustered into service right 

away, serving as a volunteer only.  He kept trying to get this 

accomplished and finally did.  Thereafter, he petitioned for 

Brevet General grade and did achieve that rank in 1868. In 

March 1893, Berdan died and was buried in Arlington 

Cemetery with full military honors. 

     The SharpShooter name did not come from the rifle 

Sharps.  The name existed in Germany and in America years 

before the rifle was invented. 

     The First Regiment of SharpShooters contained 1,392  



Did You Know…? 
 
Confederate Major John W. Puller, who served under JEB Stuart was 
the grandfather of WW2 Marine Corps General “Chesty” Puller. 
 
“Army Itch” was a mysterious affliction that spread though the army 
during the war, causing skin to swell and blister. The unknown “itch” 
remained a mystery until 2006, when researchers determined it to be 
epidemic scabies, a hostile mite infection that swept through the ar-
mies in the less-than-hygienic conditions of the barracks and battle-
fields. 

Famous Pharmaceutical magnate Eli Lily served in the 
war, eventually rising to the rank of Colonel in the 9th 
Indiana Cavalry. 
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rail fence across the road in front of the earthworks.   Kautz’s 12-
pound mountain howitzers and two 3-inch rifles began shelling 
the Confederate defenders of Batteries 27 and 28.  Colston sent a 
message to Wise that Archer’s Battalion could not hold out much 
longer.  Colston recognized that with every minute these citizen-
soldiers held back the Federal cavalrymen, “the rescue or capture” 
of Petersburg hung in the balance.  Eventually, the 11th Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry turned the left flank of the Confederate position 
and occupied Battery 26, which enabled the cavalrymen to fire 
into the left flank of the heavily outnumbered defenders.   Archer’s 
defenders killed and wounded a number of Kautz’s attackers, but 
the Union cavalrymen were firing on them from three sides and 
“only a narrow path leading through an abrupt ravine offered a 
way of escape.”  At the last moment, Colston ordered the com-
mand to fall back.  Banker John Banister did not hear the com-
mand to retreat (he was hard of hearing), and was shot in the 
head and died immediately.  Those who made their escape 
through the ravine reassembled on Reservoir Hill.   None of the 
high-level Confederate leadership—President Jefferson Davis, 
Secretary of War James A. Seddon, General Braxton Bragg, or 
General Robert E. Lee– thought that at 1:30 p.m. “a strong Federal 
force would be making its way into Petersburg seemingly unop-
posed, yet that was exactly what was happening.”  
     Thankfully for the Confederate cause, Wise did persuade Gen-
eral Pierre G.T. Beauregard to hurry reinforcements to Peters-
burg.  Beauregard sent the Petersburg Artillery Battery and the 
4th North Carolina Cavalry Regiment, both under the command 
of Brigadier General James Dearing, from the Howlett Line de-
fenses in Bermuda Hundred to Petersburg.  The 4th North Caro-
lina Cavalry was seven miles away at Dunn’s farm when it re-
ceived its order to move to Petersburg.  As Captain Edward Gra-
ham, Commander of the Petersburg Artillery, was moving his four 
guns at a gallop through Petersburg, a lady he knew walked 
slowly across the street.  He yelled, “Damn the women!  Run over 
them if they don’t get out of the way.”   (Local artist Henry Kidd 
painted this scene in 1991, entitled “Thunder in the 
Streets.”)  Graham reached Reservoir Hill and unlimbered his 
guns, just as the lead elements of the 11th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
moved downhill on New Road (now named after Captain Gra-
ham) toward Lieutenant’s Run and Reservoir Hill beyond.   By this 
time, at about 2:30 p.m., Dearing’s cavalry had crossed the Appo-
mattox River and reinforced Graham’s battery and the militiamen.  
When Graham’s first two guns opened fire, Federal cavalrymen 
were only 100 yards from the gunners.  Dearing ordered Lieuten-
ant Colonel John L. Cantwell to charge the advancing Federals 
with a portion of the 4th North Carolina Cavalry.  Combined with 
Graham’s artillery fire Cantwell’s charge forced the Union caval-
rymen to retreat rapidly down the hill toward Lieutenant’s Run.  

As Spear and his cavalry regiment retired, he met Kautz.   Based on 
Spear’s report that there were Confederate artillery and cavalry 
reinforcements in Petersburg, Kautz ordered his command to re-
treat. 
     After this momentous fight saved Petersburg, there were kudos 
all around.  Wise and Colston praised Archer and his men, and 
Colston wrote in his After Action Report that the “salvation of 
the city of Peters-
burg is undoubt-
edly due in the 
first place to the 
brave military of 
the city; for, had 
they retreated five 
or ten minutes 
sooner, the artil-
lery, which was 
first to check the 
enemy’s advance, 
instead of meeting 
them at the 
heights, on the 
south side of the 
city, would have 
been intercepted 
before they could 
cross the bridge, 
and the city 
would probably have remained in enemy’s hands.”   Before the sun 
set on Petersburg that momentous June 9, however, the families of 
those who fought had to deal with their losses.  Of the 125 militia-
men and five artillerymen at Rives’s farm (near Battery 27), 75 
became casualties:  15 killed, 18 wounded, and 42 captured.  When 
Mrs. Banister saw the corpse of her husband in a wagon at her 
front gate, she “wept in uncontrollable grief.”   On the following 
day, Godfrey Straubley, professor of French at the Petersburg 
Female Academy, and George B. Jones, a druggist and father of six, 
were buried.  The prisoners of war from Archer’s Battalion were 
taken to the Union prisoner of war camp at Point Lookout, Mary-
land.  On June 16, Archer’s Battalion again fought against much 
larger Union forces seeking to seize Petersburg, and suffered three 
fatalities, 14 wounded (including Archer), and the loss of several 
prisoners.  Despite the 9 ½-month siege of Petersburg from June 
15, 1864 to April 3, 1865, “the Cockade City would remember June 
9, 1864 as its most tragic day.” 
     On May 30, 1866, the newly formed Ladies Memorial Associa-
tion of Petersburg resolved that the 9th of June should be com-
memorated annually “and that the citizens generally be requested 
to unite in this holy and grateful task.”   Ten days later, on June 9, 
1866, the businesses in the city closed and thousands of Peters-
burg citizens turned out with bouquets and wreaths of flowers to 
decorate the graves of the Confederate dead in an antecedent of 
Memorial Day.  In 1909, a stone was emplaced on the site of Bat-
tery 27 with the inscription: 
 

THIS STONE MARKS THE SPOT WHERE 
THE OLD MEN AND BOYS OF PETERS- 

BURG UNDER GEN. R.E. COLSTON AND 
COL. F.H. ARCHER 

125 STRONG 
ON JUNE 9TH, 1864 

DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES IN A 
FIGHT WITH 1300 FEDERAL CAVALRY 

UNDER GEN. KAUTZ, GAINING TIME FOR 
THE DEFEAT OF THE EXPEDITION 

 
This marker stands on the west side of South Crater Road, north 
of the intersection with South Sycamore Street.  

Old Men and Boys (continued from page 3) 
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ANSWERS TO THE READER CHALLENGE! 

1) true 
2) D 
3) true  

7) C 
8) C 
9) Robert Gould Shaw 

4) A 
5) B 
6) false 

By Phillip Thomas Tucker  

RECOMMENDED READING 

*********************** 

-Confederate General Albert Sidney Johnson, after receiving a 

mortal wound at Shiloh, April 6th, 1862 

****** ****** FAMOUS LAST WORDS 

“I am wounded and I 
fear seriously …” 

“During the crucial three days at Gettys-

burg, the most nightmarish place on the was 

appropriately named the Devil's Den. This 

jumble of huge boulders  at the southern end 

of Houck's Ridge was truly a hell on earth. 

The struggle that raged at the battle-line's 

southern end was all-important, as it an-

chored the left flank of the over-extended 

Union line. Nevertheless, this  dramatic 

story has been long overlooked and ignored 

largely by the more famous struggle at Little 

Round Top, which was only the second and 

last fight for the southern flank of both 

armies on July 2. Therefore, the important 

contest for possession of the first Union left 

flank at the Devil's Den and Houck's Ridge 

was crucial on the bloody afternoon that 

decided the fate of America.” 

Gettysburg’s Most Hellish Battleground:  Devil’s Den, July 

2nd, 1863 

Battle Overview (continued from page 4 ) 

After considering the amount of time that Rosecrans required to 

reach Iuka, Grant determined that he probably would not arrive on 

the 19th, so he ordered Ord to await the sound of fighting between 

Rosecrans and Price before engaging the Confederates. As Rose-

crans advanced, his men fought actions with Confederate troops at 

points along the way. About 4:00 pm, just after ascending a hill, the 

Union column halted because the Confederates were well-placed 

below in a ravine, filled with timber and underbrush. The Confeder-

ates launched attacks up the hill, capturing a six-gun Ohio battery, 

while the Federals counterattacked from the ridge. Fighting, which 

Price later stated he had "never seen surpassed," continued until 

after dark; the Union troops camped for the night behind the ridge. 

Price had redeployed troops from Ord’s front to fight against Rose-

crans’s people. Ord did nothing, later proclaiming that he never 

heard any fighting and, therefore, never engaged the enemy; Grant 

also remarked that he had heard no sounds of battle. Following the 

fighting on the 19th, Price determined to reengage the enemy the 

next day, but his subordinates convinced him, instead, to march to 

join Van Dorn, as earlier planned. At the same time, Rosecrans re-

deployed his men for fighting the next day. Price’s army evacuated 

via the uncovered Fulton Road, protected its rear with a heavy 

rearguard and hooked up with Van Dorn five days later at Ripley. 

Although Rosecrans was supposed to traverse Fulton Road and 

cover it, he stated that he had not guarded the road because he 

feared dividing his force; Grant later approved this decision. Rose-

crans’s army occupied Iuka and then mounted a pursuit; the Con-

federate rearguard and overgrown terrain prevented the Union 

pursuit from accomplishing much. The Federals should have de-

stroyed or captured Price’s army, but instead the Rebels joined Van 

Dorn and assaulted Corinth in October. 

officers and enlisted men. There were 164 wounded  officers and 

enlisted men, officers and enlisted killed 153, 1 officer and 129 enlisted 

men died from disease.  

     The 2nd Regiment of SharpShooters contained 1,178 commissioned 

officers and enlisted men, 212 officers and enlisted men were wounded, 

125 officers and men killed, and 125 died from disease. 

     The SharpShooters  added to the Union efforts to be successful in 

keeping the Union together. Berdan is recognized as contributing greatly 

to the war effort, despite criticism of him and his lack of military train-

ing. This SharpShooter method of war, changed the way future wars that 

unfortunately were to come were conducted. 
 
Sources: Sharpshooter:  Hiram Berdan, His Famous SharpShooters and Their Sharps 

Rifles, Wiley Sword, U.S. SharpShooters: Berdan’s Civil War Elite,  Roy M. Marcot 
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