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Spring is just around the corner and the museum has had a busy 

few months. I wanted to point out just a few highlights thus far. 

First of all, I wanted to thanks those involved who made the first 

quarter a great success. Gerry Mayers and Jim Rosebrock gave 

wonderful presentations at our monthly meetings on both Civil 

War Music as well as Artillery at Antietam, and both were very 

well received. In addition, George Hoffman led a thoughtful and 

always intriguing book review, this time of “Lee's Real Plan at 

Gettysburg.” The Fund Raising Committee met again to discuss 

ways to increase funding and Dick Neddenriep offered his exper-

tise and knowledge to train some new museum tour docents. A 

hearty thanks to all for your time and effort in making our mission 

superb!  

Now for some things coming up...Look forward to Michael Ka-

lichak’s presentation on the Fourth Texas Volunteer Infantry in 

April and Kevin Knapp’s presentation on Military Ballooning dur-

ing the Civil War in May. And as the winter draws to a close, that 

means a couple things; Spring clean-up (yes, its that time) and of 

course the Memorial Day Parade! Keep an eye out for upcoming 

information as volunteers will be needed! 

 

Lastly, I wanted to express a belated congratulations to Gerry 

Mayers, as he was also a recipient of  the “Volunteer of the Year” 

award for 2018.  First quarter newsletter unintentionally omitted 

acknowledgment and I wanted to correct this. Well done , Gerry! 

 

I encourage all of you to come to the monthly meetings, visit the 

museum and tell your friends about the BCCWRT!! Enjoy the 

spring and lets keep our mission alive and strong! 

 

President Jim Damon 

Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at Doylestown Borough Hall, 

57 W. Court Street unless otherwise noted. For more information on specific dates, visit 

our site at  www.civilwarmuseumdoylestown.org  

♦ Congratulations to last quarter’s raffle winners: 

Marilyn Becker, Ron DeWitt, Walter Fellman, Sue 

Damon, and Judith Folan. 

 

♦ Work has begun on the new Bucks County Parking 

Garage. We have been given permission to park in the 

gravel lot next door on Saturdays. If you are facing the 

museum, it is the lot on the left toward State Street. We 

can also use the 4 parking meters with orange bags over 

them for free parking. 

 

♦For planning purposes, the Nov. 5th book review will be 

on Justin Martin’s book, A Fierce Glory.  

 

♦We are trying to identify and contact direct descendants 

of the 104th . They can respond to 

gmunson02@comcast.net or 215-822-1562 or Civil War 

Library and Museum, 32 N. Broad, Doylestown, PA 

18901 

 

♦There will be a Civil War Reenactment May 3,4,5 (Sat 

May 4th 9-5, Sun May 5th 9-3)at the Warminster Com-

munity Park (1100 Veterans Way). The BCCWRT will be 

setting up a table on Saturday and Sunday to distribute 

information about our organization. We will also be raf-

fling off two Don Troiani Civil War prints. Volunteers 

are needed to man the table and if you are interested con-

tact Marilyn Becker. Members are welcome to stop by, 

visit our table and of course participate in the raffle. 

 

♦The Friends of BCHS is hosting a Gettysburg Battlefield 

bus trip on June 8, 2019. For more info, contact the Mer-

cer Museum at www.mercermuseum.org. 

 

CALENDER 

Apr, 2019 - Michael Kalichak, “The Fourth Texas Volun-

teer Infantry in the War of the Rebellion” 
 

May, 2019 - Kevin Knapp, "Military Ballooning during 

the Civil War" 
 

Jun, 2019 - Katie Thompson, "To the Breaking Point: The 

Toll of War on the Civil War Soldier” 
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READER CHALLENGE! 

answers on page 6 

1) True or False: Lincoln won the 1860 election 

with over sixty percent of the popular vote. 

 

2) What former Confederate General served as 

commander of Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough 

Riders?  

A) William Hardee      B) Joseph Wheeler 
C) John Hunt Morgan      D) Edmund Kirby Smith 

 

3) True or False: Kentucky remained neutral 

throughout the war. 
 

4) The Battle of Ox Hill was best known under 

which name? 

A) Pea Ridge  B) Opequon 

C) Chantilly D) Wilderness 

 

5) Which battle on March 9, 1862, was history’s 

first duel between ironclad warships, the Monitor 

and the Virginia, and considered the beginning of a 

new era in naval warfare? 

A) Hampton Roads  B) Fort Henry 
C) Port Royal     D) Memphis 

 

6) Which  battle is often referred to as the "Bull 

Run of the West?" 
A) Tullahoma   B) Chickamauga   C)  Wilson’s Creek        
D) Bentonville 
 

7) Savage Station, Glendale and Oak Grove, were 

all associated with what? 

A) Petersburg  B) Valley Campaign 

C) Seven Days Battles   D) Shenandoah Offensive 

 

8) Confederate General Jubal Early’s “Fatal Halt” 

at which battle effectively ended his military ca-

reer? 
A) Kernstown     B) Winchester   C) Malvern Hill    

D) Cedar Creek 

 

9) Who was this ? 
 

HINT: A native of South Carolina, 

this Confederate soldier was best 

know as the “Angel of Marye’s 

Heights” for his heroism 

and humanity 

Frederick Douglass 
A Self-Made Man with a Purpose 
 

By Marilyn Becker 

(continued on page  5 ) 

         wo well-known people have been 
acknowledged as self-made men. One 
of them  is Abraham Lincoln and the 
other Frederick Douglass.  These two 
persons shared some similarities in 
their lives. Both were poor, self-
educated, knew little of their mothers, 
and became involved in the activisim of 
the 1800’s era. Basically, they raised 
themselves and became leaders of their 
country with a strong purpose in their 
leadership.  Lincoln wanted to save the 
union and Douglass wished to elimi-
nate slavery. 
     Douglass was born a slave in Mary-
land around 1818.  His given name was Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey.  
He never knew who his father was, but believed he was white, possibly the over-
seer of the plantation. His mother was Native American and African American. 
Frederick saw little of his mother.  She died when he was 10.  Before he was six, 
he lived with his grandmother, Betty Bailey.  At the age of six, he went to live on 
the Wye House plantation.  When the overseer, Aaron Anthony died, his owner 
became Lucretia Auld.  Mr. Auld, her husband, sent him to another Auld who 
lived in Baltimore.  There he saw slaves who were almost freemen. 
     At the age of 12, Mr. Auld’s wife, Sophie, taught Frederick the alphabet.  Mr. 
Auld did not approve and this stopped. Douglass learned to read from the white 
neighborhood children and listening, watching the working men around him on 
the docks. He read everything he could and The Columbia Orator, a book, helped 
him learn to read and write and also arrive at his views on slavery.  The book 
was published in 1797 and is a reader helping children in grammar and reading.  
At one point, Douglass was hired out and there he started a Sunday school to 
teach other slaves to read.  His boss, Mr. Freland, was tolerant, others, planta-
tions owners, became upset about the slaves being educated and broke up the 
school with clubs and stones.  In 1833, Thomas Auld reclaimed Douglass and 
Douglass went to work for a man known as a “slave –breaker.”  He punished him 
with whippings and mental abuse.  Finally at 16 years, Douglas fought back and 
that ended Mr. Covey’s beatings. 
     Douglass had tried to escape from his owners before, and in 1838, he finally 
did manage to escape.  He had help from a free African American, who later be-
came his wife, Anna Murray. He arrived after a long journey in New York City, 
and shortly thereafter, Anna arrived there also. They used the name Johnson to 
cover their status, afraid of being captured and returned to slavery.  Around 
1841, they choose Douglass as their name.  
     In 1838, they moved to Massachusetts and in 1839 he became a preacher and 
thus eventually a skilled speaker.  He had joined the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church.  He read Abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison’s “The Liberator.” And 
Douglass counted the paper as very influential in determining his views on slav-
ery.  During his time in Massachusetts, Douglass published an autobiography 
which was well-received.  Later, he published two more copies of the story of his 
life, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. 
     Douglass spent two years in Europe speaking and traveling, and upon his re-
turn, he published his newspaper, “The North Star,” subsidized by English supp- 

Military Records, Returns 
Documents & Photos 

Finding military records about your war 
hero can provide valuable details you 
never knew before. Many records on 
Fold3 feature multiple pages about the 
same individual, providing priceless infor-
mation.  

FREE ACCESS AT THE MUSEUM LIBRARY! 
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(continued on page 4) (continued on page 4) 

A Long and Bloody Conflict: Military Operations in Missouri and Kansas 
(Part II) 
Terry Beckenbaugh 

 

     The start of 1862 witnessed the federals in 
their most precarious position of the war in 
Missouri. Sterling Price’s Missouri State 
Guard (MSG) controlled the interior of the 
state – including large sections of the strate-
gically vital Missouri River Valley. Guerrillas 
ran rampant through the interior as well. It 
was up to the newly-installed commander of 
the Department of the Missouri, Major Gen-
eral Henry W. Halleck to restore the Union’s 
fortunes in the states. Halleck was not idle 
over the holiday season of 1861, as he in-
structed Brigadier General Samuel R. Curtis, 
commander of the recently-formed Federal 
Army of the Southwest, on his plans for the 
upcoming campaign season. 
 
Battles of Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove 
     Curtis’s mission was clear: remove Confed-
erate forces from Missouri. As long as Price 
and the Missouri State Guard remained in Missouri as a potential threat to St. Louis, federal forces looking to move down the Mississippi River 
would have to be kept near that vital city. Starting in January 1862, the federal Army of the Southwest left Rolla, marching toward Springfield. 
Price’s Missouri State Guard was taken by surprise, and it retreated in a disorderly manner toward the southwest corner of the state. 
Price knew that the further the federals were drawn away from the railroad head at Rolla, the more vulnerable they became. Also, Price was 
falling back toward Confederate forces under Brigadier General Ben McCulloch in northwest Arkansas. Reuniting the two forces would give 
the Confederates a significant numerical advantage over Curtis, but getting Price and McCulloch to work together had previously proved im-
possible. Something had to change. 
     Confederate President Jefferson Davis tried to solve the command issues by placing Major General Earl Van Dorn in command of the com-
bined force on January 29, 1862. Van Dorn was a West Point graduate, class of 1842, and Davis clearly hoped that Van Dorn’s professional 
background could reenergize the rebel war effort in the Arkansas-Missouri region. After Price’s headlong retreat into Arkansas, where the 
Boston Mountains allowed him to escape from Curtis’s forces, Van Dorn united Price and McCulloch’s forces into the Confederate Army of the 
West. After this reorganization of the Confederate forces under his command, Van Dorn decided to attack the federals while they were at the 
end of a very long and tenuous supply line. 
     Van Dorn’s plan to destroy the Unionists was bold: move around the federal force and strike it from the rear. This required almost superhu-
man efforts from the men in Confederate ranks. The 16,000-man Army of the West’s attempts to outflank the 10,500-man Army of the South-
west started the Battle of Pea Ridge on March 7, just east of modern-day Bentonville, Arkansas. The flanking attempts failed and the federals 
spoiled the rebel attacks in a day of ferocious fighting. 
     On the following day at Pea Ridge, the Army of the Southwest counterattacked and drove the Confederates from the field in a stunning vic-
tory. The Confederates suffered approximately 2,000 casualties (killed, wounded, and missing), while the Federals took 1,300. The rebel retreat 
to Fort Smith and to Van Buren, Arkansas along the Arkansas River (in early March) was brutal. To make matters worse, Van Dorn took the 
battered remnants of the Army of the West, including the Missouri State Guard, to the east bank of the Mississippi (too late to participate in 
the Battle of Shiloh, Tennessee on April 6-7, where the Union won another victory). The combination of the Confederate defeat at Pea Ridge 
and Van Dorn’s removal of the Army of the West essentially abandoned formal control of Missouri to federal forces for the rest of the war. 
The federals attempted to consolidate their control of Missouri. Curtis took the Army of the Southwest on an epic march across southern Mis-
souri and northern Arkansas from March to July 1862, ending up at Helena, Arkansas on the Mississippi River. For his victory at Pea Ridge, 
Curtis was promoted to Major General and eventually given Halleck’s post as commander of the Department of the Missouri in September. 
     During Curtis’s tenure, the Confederates made an attempt to reverse the verdict of Pea Ridge. Rebel Major General Thomas Hindman 
stepped into the vacuum created by Van Dorn’s abandonment of Arkansas and Missouri on May 31, when he ascended to command the Trans-
Mississippi Department. Hindman inherited a virtually defenseless state, and, in a matter of months, he not only managed to restore Confeder-
ate forces in Arkansas, but he also raised a force to go back into Missouri. Hindman’s herculean but ruthless efforts led to the creation of the 
rebel First Corps of the Trans-Mississippi Army of approximately 11,000 men. 
     Hindman’s methods to raise this force were so draconian that he alienated many Arkansans, so Major General Theophilus Holmes was in-
stalled to head the Department over Hindman on July 30. Holmes, a West Point graduate, was well past his prime, and he allowed Hindman 
considerable leeway within the department. Hindman led the First Corps of the Trans-Mississippi Army up the Arkansas River to Fort Smith, 
then north toward the Pea Ridge battlefield in early December. He hoped to catch the 5,000-man 1st Division of the Federal Army of the Fron-
tier, under Kansan Major General James G. Blunt, isolated from the rest of the Army of the Frontier over 135 miles away at the Wilson’s Creek 
battlefield outside of Springfield, Missouri. 
     As Hindman moved his force toward Blunt, the latter telegraphed Brigadier General Francis Herron, commander of the rest of the Army of 
the Frontier, to come join Blunt in Arkansas. Herron force-marched his men a remarkable 125 miles in three days to join Blunt. To prevent the 
federal forces from joining, Hindman moved east of Blunt and intercepted Herron at Prairie Grove, Arkansas on December 7, 1862. 
In proportion to its size, the Battle of Prairie Grove was one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War. Herron gave his exhausted Union men no 
time to rest and sent them immediately into an attack on Hindman’s much larger force. The attack failed, but the Army of the Frontier held 
against a Confederate counter-attack. When it seemed that Herron’s force might be overwhelmed, Blunt arrived on the battlefield just in time 
to save his federal comrades. 

 



A Long and Bloody Conflict (continued from page 3) 
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(continued on page 5 ) 

Battle Overview: Yellow Tavern 

(continued on page 6 ) 

     The Battle of Yellow Tavern was fought on May 11, 1864, at a 

vital crossroads in Henrico County, only six miles north of the 

Confederate capital of Richmond during the American Civil War 

(1861–1865). Part of Union 

general-in-chief Ulysses S. 

Grant's Overland Campaign in 

the spring of 1864, the cavalry 

battle resulted from Philip H. 

Sheridan's quest to track down 

the famous Confederate 

trooper J. E. B. Stuart and 

"whip" him. Stuart, like Robert 

E. Lee, preferred to be on the 

offensive and immediately set 

out after Sheridan, but by the 

time he caught up with him at 

an inn called Yellow Tavern, his 

outnumbered force was hard-

ridden and tired. The Confed-

erate cavalry fought hard for a 
full day, and as Stuart rode up 

and down the front lines in the 

driving rain to rally his men, a 

Michigan sharpshooter shot the 

general in the side. Fitzhugh 

Lee then took command, but 

was forced to withdraw. Stuart 

died the next day, and Sheridan rode all the way to the outskirts of 

Richmond, where he eventually joined up with the Union forces of 

Benjamin F. Butler on the James River. In the end, the battle put to 

rest notions that the Confederate cavalry was invincible and it 

claimed the life of one of Lee's most trusted and flamboyant lieu-

tenants.      

     The newly appointed general-in-chief of Union armies, Ulysses S. 

Grant, decided to make his headquarters with the Army of the 

Potomac rather than in an office in Washington, D.C. Leaving 

George G. Meade in charge of the details, Grant sent the army not 

after Richmond, as his predecessors had done, but after Robert E. 

Lee and his Army of Northern Virginia. The resulting Overland 

Campaign in the spring of 1864 led to bloody battles at the Wilder-

ness and Spotsylvania Court House. In spite of casualties in the tens 

of thousands, Grant continued to take the offensive. His cavalry 

commander, Philip H. Sheridan, wanted to do the same. While the 

fighting raged at Spotsylvania, he approached Meade regarding his 

function in the current campaign. The traditional role of cavalry was 

to "screen," or obscure, the movements of its own army while 

gathering information on the strength and movements of the en-

emy. Sheridan, however, wanted his cavalry to strike out on its 

own, not simply to observe the enemy, but to seek out and destroy 

it. "I told him that I could whip Stuart if he (Meade) would only let 

me," Sheridan wrote later. Although Meade was reluctant, Grant 

was not: "Let him start right out and do it," he told Meade. 

     On May 9, 1864, Sheridan gathered his entire corps of 10,000 

horsemen and directed them from Spotsylvania Court House due 

south on the Telegraph Road toward Richmond. The column, in-

cluding thirty pieces of artillery, stretched for thirteen miles. Confi-

dent in his ability to defeat Stuart, Sheridan made no attempt to veil 

his movements, and the Confederate cavalry—numbering only 

about 4,500 men—was soon in hot pursuit. 

     Sheridan arrived at the Confederate supply depot at Beaver 
Dam Station on May 10, wrecking stores of rations, medical sup-

plies, and weapons and destroying local railroad networks and tele-

graph lines. Stuart and his men arrived too late to prevent the raid 

and immediately galloped farther south in an attempt to position  

     Blunt had heard the noises of battle at Prairie Grove and marched 
to the sound of the guns to save Herron. Blunt immediately launched 
an attack with his force, which was bloodily repulsed. Hindman then 
launched a counter-attack against Blunt that was also stymied. During 
the night, Hindman’s First Corps of the Trans-Mississippi Army re-
treated back across the Boston Mountains to Fort Smith, after suffer-
ing 1,300 casualties. The federal Army of the Frontier had 9,200 men 
engaged and took 1,200 casualties. Hindman’s attempt to reverse the 
verdict of Pea Ridge had failed, and Missouri remained solidly under 
Union control. 
 
Federal Strategy for the Trans-Mississippi 
     With Missouri firmly under federal control as of early 1863, Union 
military strategists attempted to isolate Missouri to prevent guerrillas 
from coming into the state or from receiving any military supplies. A 
state as large as Missouri was extremely difficult to pacify, so the fed-
erals concentrated on the river valleys in and around the state. With 
the Missouri River Valley cleared of Confederate conventional forces, 
the Unionists moved toward securing the Mississippi River on Mis-
souri’s eastern border and the Arkansas River on its southern border. 
St. Louis was, not surprisingly, the center of Union efforts on the Mis-
sissippi River. St. Louis was a major supply hub and forward operating 
base for operations down the river. Most of the men and materiel sup-
plying the guerrilla bands in Missouri came from Arkansas and Texas. 
     The federals determined that controlling vital points along the 
Arkansas River Valley would allow them to manage traffic into and 
out of Missouri. There were four key points along the river: Arkansas 
Post (where the Arkansas River empties into the Mississippi River), 
Little Rock, Fort Smith in Arkansas, and Fort Gibson in Indian Terri-
tory (near modern-day Muskogee, Oklahoma). The federals captured 
Arkansas Post on January 11, 1863, sealing off the juncture of the 
Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers. 
     On July 17, Major General Blunt led a small force of 3,000 men 
comprised mainly of loyal Indian and Kansas troops (including the 1st 
Kansas Colored Infantry) in a decisive victory over Confederate forces 
at the Battle of Honey Springs, Indian Territory. Blunt destroyed the 
Confederate depot at Honey Springs, and in the process ended Confed-
erate large-scale operations in the region for the duration of the war. 
Six weeks later, Blunt’s men captured Fort Smith, securing the upper 
Arkansas River valley for the federals. 
     That left Little Rock, the capital of Arkansas, in Union hands. Un-
ion Major General Frederick Steele defeated Confederate forces under 
Major General Sterling Price at the Battle of Bayou Fourche on Sep-
tember 10 and occupied Little Rock that same evening. The capture of 
Little Rock by federal forces sealed Missouri’s southern border, but it 
was certainly not an airtight seal, as significant numbers of guerrillas 
still operated in Missouri and along the Missouri-Kansas border. 
     Quantrill’s Raiders made a mockery of the federal strategy with the 
Lawrence Massacre on August 21, 1863, in which they descended on a 
defenseless Lawrence, Kansas, and killed between 160 and 190 male 
civilians. Later, on October 6, Quantrill’s approximately 400 men 
killed some of the federals manning the earth-and-log Fort Blair, near 
Baxter Springs, Kansas, but they did the most damage when Major 
General Blunt and his escort arrived and did not realize that many of 
the blue jacket-wearing men were Quantrill’s. Although Blunt es-
caped, over 100 federal soldiers were killed by Quantrill’s men, many 
in cold blood after they had surrendered. 
 
Shelby’s Great Raid 
     Not long after Quantrill's raid on Lawrence, Confederate Colonel 
Joseph O. Shelby decided to test the federal cordon strategy for isolat-
ing Missouri by taking an 800-man force across the Arkansas River 
and deep into the state. Shelby’s raid, while costly, was successful. 
Shelby’s force left Arkadelphia, Arkansas on September 22, 1863, and 
rode deep into central Missouri, eventually crossing the Arkansas 
River at Clarksville on October 26. 
     During that interval, Shelby killed hundreds of federals and de-
stroyed and/or confiscated a million dollars worth of supplies. He  



Did You Know…? 
 
The design of the USS Monitor was so innovative, that when it was 
launched the ship featured more than 40 different newly patented 
inventions. 
 
Civil War soldiers on average, marched 15 to 20 miles per day.  

 
Civil War General Ambrose Burnside was known for his 
unusual style of facial hair, which included a bushy 
beard and moustache along with a clean-shaven chin. 
These distinctive whiskers—originally dubbed 
“burnsides”—later inspired the term “sideburns.” 
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-orters. He had also become a free man due to an Eng-
lish Quaker buying his freedom. In 1848, he attended 
the first women’s convention in Seneca Falls where he 
spoke in favor of women’s rights. In 1852 on the 5th of 
July, Douglass gave a 4th of July speech at Corinthian 
Hall.  He had a question for the the audience of about 
600 abolitionists.  In his speech, he stated, “This 4th of 
July is yours, not mine.  You may rejoice, I must 
mourn… Do you mean, citizens to mock me by asking 
me to speak today?.. what to the American slave is your 
4th of July?  I answer, a day that reveals to him more 
than all other days of the year, the grave injustice and 
cruelty to which he is the constant victim.  To him, your 
celebration is …mere bombast, fraud, deception, impi-
ety, and hypocrisy- a thin veil to cover up crimes which 
would disgrace a nation of savages.  There is not a na-
tion of the earth guilty of practices more shocking and 
bloody than are the people of the United States at this 
very hour.”  This was a speech attacking the toleration 
of slavery.* 
     During the Civil War era, Douglass pushed for black 
soldiers to be allowed  to fight for the end of slavery. 
Two sons served in the war, Lewis who fought at the 
battle of Fort Wagner and Frederick who was a re-
cruiter. Charles joined the 54th Massachusetts Regi-
ment, but was sick much of the time.  
     Douglass met with Lincoln twice.  At first, he was 
disappointed with him because progress was so slow.  
Eventually, he became more supportive of Lincoln.  
After the war, he continued to speak out on his beliefs. 
     Douglas and Anna had five children. Anna died in 
1884 and Douglass married Helen Pitts, an abolitionist 
from New York, she was white and twenty years 
younger than he was.  Douglass countered any criticism 
saying, “His first marriage had been to someone the 
color of his mother, and his second to someone the 
color of his father.”* 
     In 1877 Douglass not only reconciled with former 
owner Thomas Auld, but had bought a house in Wash-
ington called Cedar Hill.  It is now the Frederick Doug-
lass National Historic Site. 
     Douglass continued to be busy with speeches, travel, 
and in 1888,received a vote for president of the United 
States in a party’s roll call vote. He served as United 
States’ Consul-general to Haiti and Charge d’ Affairs for 
Santo Domingo in 1889. In Baltimore in 1892, he built 
rental housing for blacks and it is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
     Douglass died in 1895 at the age of seventy-seven.  
He was buried in Rochester, New York in the Douglass 
plot, next to Anna at Mount Hope Cemetery. Many stat-
ues remembering him were placed in cities such as New 
York, Washington D.C.  The University of Rochester 
awarded him an honorary law degree.  In 1965, there 
was a special stamp issued in his honor. 
     Frederick Douglass served his country well.  He 
spent his entire life nudging her conscience to bring 
equality to all citizens, whatever color or sex, truly an 
outstanding person. 
 
 
Sources: David W. Blight: Frederick Douglass, Prophet of Free-
dom, Paul Kendrick and Stephen Kendrick:* Douglas and Lin-
coln, Bill O’Reilly:* Legends and Lies of The Civil War  

certainly made a name for himself and earned a promotion to brigadier general for 
his exploits. Shelby proved that the cordon around Missouri was permeable, and 
with a relatively small number of men he tied up thousands of federal soldiers who 
were desperately needed elsewhere. Shelby laid the foundation for bigger Confeder-
ate operations the following year. 
 
Price’s Raid 
     By the early autumn of 1864, the Confederacy’s prospects of winning the broader 
war were dwindling fast. Union Lieutenant-General Ulysses S. Grant had the rebel 
leader of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. Lee, trapped in a grind-
ing siege at Petersburg, Virginia. Major General William T. Sherman’s Federal 
Army had recently captured Atlanta and was preparing its famous March to the Sea, 
or Savannah Campaign. 
     Against this backdrop, rebel Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith, com-
mander of all Confederate forces in the Trans-Mississippi, decided to try to conquer 
Missouri for the Confederacy. He placed Major General Sterling Price in charge of 
the 12,000-man Army of Missouri. Price enthusiastically embraced the mission and 
set off from Camden, Arkansas on August 28, 1864. 
     For the next three-plus months, Price’s Army of Missouri rampaged throughout 
the interior of Missouri but failed in its goals of conquering Missouri or preventing 
Abraham Lincoln from gaining re-election to the presidency. Price’s marauders left 
a trail of blood and destruction through Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas, before 
ultimately returning to Texas via Indian Territory and Arkansas in early Decem-
ber. They were extremely fortunate to escape annihilation at the hands of federal 
forces several times, most notably suffering sharp defeats at Westport (south of 
Kansas City, Missouri) on October 21-23 and at Mine Creek in Kansas on October 
25. Price’s eviction from Missouri and Kansas essentially ended all major combat 
operations north of the Arkansas River in Missouri and Kansas. 
 
Peace on the Border 
     The fighting in Missouri and Kansas during the Civil War did not command 
center stage, but it was significant nonetheless. The struggle for Missouri in the 
early stages of the war played a key role in the initial formulation of the Lincoln 
administration’s strategy. President Lincoln understood the importance of control-
ling the Mississippi River, and before operations could commence down the river, 
St. Louis (and by extension, Missouri) needed to be firmly secured on the federal 
side. Within this strategic context, the decisive Union victory at Pea Ridge was a 
critical turning point of the war in the Trans-Mississippi. Never again did the Con-
federacy have such a good opportunity to stake a claim to the vital state of Missouri. 
Defeat at Pea Ridge and Van Dorn’s abandonment of Missouri and Arkansas al-
lowed federal expeditions down the Mississippi River to proceed. 
     The rebels certainly made attempts to recover Missouri. The Prairie Grove cam-
paign and later, Price’s Raid, were efforts to reverse the setback at Pea Ridge. While 
the federal hold on Missouri was never seriously threatened after Pea Ridge, Mis-
souri’s Civil War experience was by no means a tranquil one. Guerrilla bands 
roamed the state, as bushwhackers and jayhawkers made life miserable for civilians 
in large areas of both Missouri and Kansas. The widespread death, destruction, and 
bitterness they caused are perhaps the lasting legacy of the Civil War in Missouri 
and Kansas. 

A Long and Bloody Conflict (continued from page 4) 
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By Jeffery Hunt 

RECOMMENDED READING 

*********************** 

-General J, Johnston Pettigrew, mortally wounded from a bullet to 

the abdomen during the skirmish at Falling Waters, July, 1863 

****** ****** FAMOUS LAST WORDS 

“Its Time to be Going... 

“...Meade and Lee at Bristoe Station is 
a fast-paced, dynamic account of how 

the Army of Northern Virginia carried 

the war above the Rappahannock once 
more in an effort to retrieve the laurels 

lost in Pennsylvania. Hunt’s follow-up 

volume is grounded upon official re-
ports, regimental histories, letters, 

newspapers, and other archival 

sources. Together, they provide a day-
by-day account of the fascinating high-

stakes affair during this three-month 

period. Coupled with original maps and 

outstanding photographs, this new 

study offers a significant contribution to 

Civil War literature.” 

Meade and Lee at Bristoe Station: The Problems of Command 

and Strategy after Gettysburg, from Brandy Station to the 

Buckland Races, August 1 to October 31, 1863   

themselves between Sheridan and Richmond. By ten o'clock on the morning 

of May 11, they had reached the important junction of Telegraph and Moun-

tain roads, near an abandoned inn known locally as Yellow Tavern. They 

were just hours ahead of Sheridan's troopers, but the ride had come at a 

cost. "My men and horses are all tired, hungry, and jaded, but all right," Stuart 

said. 

     Stuart placed his two brigades, under the commanders Lunsford L. Lomax 

and Williams C. Wickham, in a "Y" formation along the intersection of the 

two roads. Wickham and his 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Virginia regiments took up 

position on a ridge perpendicular to the Telegraph Road, while Lomax's 5th, 

6th, and 15th Virginia regiments sat parallel to it. By eleven o'clock, Sheridan's 

troops appeared in fields to the southwest. They were ready to fight and fully 

armed with rapid-firing, seven-shot Spencer carbines.  

     On the Confederate left, Lomax's men engaged the Union brigades of 

Thomas C. Devin, Alfred Gibbs, and George A. Custer, and after intense 

fighting were driven back to the same ridge line occupied by Wickham. 

There, Lomax reoriented his men to lengthen the Confederate line to the 

east. A midday lull in the fighting provided Stuart with the opportunity to 

hear from Confederate general Braxton Bragg that the Richmond defenses 

were in order and that reinforcements were on the way. But before they 
could arrive, Sheridan renewed his attack. His men, both mounted and dis-

mounted, charged amid the roar of a sudden thunderstorm. Custer's men 

aimed for the center of the Confederate line and the position of the Balti-

more Light Artillery. 

     Confederates on all sections of the line noted Stuart's sudden appear-

ances at the front throughout the day. As Stuart made his way toward the 

Baltimore Light Artillery a little after four, Union troops charged across 

Turner's Run—a stream that bisected and ran perpendicular to the Telegraph 

Road—and up the ridge to the Confederate position. Witnessing the devas-

tating break in his line, Stuart immediately galloped to the position of his old 

command, the 1st Virginia Cavalry. His presence helped stabilize the line, 

driving the Union troops back. 

     One of the soldiers driven away was Private John A. Huff of the 5th Michi-

gan Cavalry. Formerly a member of one of Hiram Berdan's famed sharp-

shooters' regiments, Huff took aim and fired a single shot at the mounted 

cavalier, inflicting a mortal wound to Stuart's side. Fitzhugh Lee took com-

mand of the field, but Stuart continued to shout orders. The sight of some 

retreating Confederates left him outraged: "Go back! Go back!" he yelled to 

them, "I had rather die than be whipped!" Within the hour, the vastly out-

numbered and rain-soaked Confederate cavalrymen fell back toward the 

Chickahominy River. 

     With the Confederate cavalry in retreat, Sheridan's troops moved south 

to Richmond. They were tempted to storm the city that same evening, but 

Sheridan thought better of it and instead marched around Richmond and 

joined Benjamin Butler's Army of the James at Bermuda Hundred. By the end 

of the month, and just in time to participate in the slaughter at Cold Harbor, 

he would rejoin Grant. 

     Meanwhile, the mortally wounded Stuart was taken from Yellow Tavern 

to a relative's home in Richmond, where he slowly succumbed to his wounds. 

He died at seven thirty on the evening of May 12. On August 11, Confeder-

ate general Wade Hampton assumed command of the Confederate cavalry 

corps. Though Hampton competently led the horsemen in the war's final 

year, the Army of Northern Virginia had lost its finest cavalryman. Robert E. 

Lee later remarked, "I can scarcely think of him without weeping." 

Yellow Tavern (continued from page 4 ) 


